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EXAM - A PETITION " preſented to the King 
—— Frayth.y Bythe Protfftans m hus Kmngdons, wth * 

"0p" ' have beth formerly conſtrain'd to embrace the Ri 

b G: ; ... "1+... 00P Religion. ; . - = 1 
$ -.*- - - Th ty KING.  -- 4 


Y ET un op 43n 
7 Our Subjeas, who profeſs a Religion which theft c 

' = Edits call the Pretended Reformed, and of which a 
.\--. * you have forbid*em thepublick exerciſe for ſome year; 
EF | |  .___ come to throw themſelves at Your Majeſty's Feet, tn 
E | Imakeknownto yourMajeſty their humbleRemonſtranocgyy 

E and to implore Your Compaſſion upon their Miſerieghy 
ET. which are ſo dreadfyl, that. your Majcſtv cannot caff} 
- .,*Þ Your Eyes upon their deplorable Condition, withoWie! 
_--. 4... Pity-bpon their-ſafferings. Your Majeſty, Sir, h Y 
LO alwaycs made it Your chief Glory toſtop the Progr}; 
of Your Arms, and to ſuſpend the Courſe of your Vie 
$ forics,in order to give Peace.to Europe. Muſt Your owth 
_ . SubjeRs, who never violated the Fidelity which they 
j; Owe You, and which the Religion that they profeſs eqti 
+: joyhs'*em to fiay You, be the onlyPcrſons that are to s k 
E __ deptivdof Your Royal [Bounty ? What have they don 
and of what deformed Colours have their Enemys madgh 
uſe of,to black*nfem 1n Your Majcfty%s Eyes ? ** 
|  They-age perfyated, that next to.their Duty to Go 
Ea | they arejbligltl to pay your Majeſty an uvlimited. ( | 
bedieneep; Tney know no perſon upon Earth who cif 
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abſplyc om froms.that 'Fidehity which is your due: 
Fear God and Honour yeur Najeſtie, to ſpend their I 
ftates and Lives in your Service, this among them > 
ati 1iviolable maxima which they take care to inculc 
into their Cluldcen. No Troubles of the preccedinif 
Fr ns | Fee ney re ReigWi 


_ SE 
Refpns can be impufed to them without the tgheſt in- 
juſtice. Your Majeſty is too clear-lighted,” and your 

| Council too penetrating, not to be well ſatisfy*d that 


Fithoſe Commotions were caustd either by Pritiees,lawficl 


Heirs to the Crown which they tranſmitted-te/ your 
1}M.jeftic, in defending it agauift thoſe who attempted 
Hto uſurp it, or by ſo:1e Srifdees of the Kingdom, 'whi 
WMUnever want Preteaces, eſpecially when they haye-con- 
Wiceived an Opinion, that a'Cnief Miniſter abliſes the 


"; 


Khaſcended the Throne, and took the Reins of 'Govern- 
&jment into your own Hands, your Supplicants never de. 
Sparted from their Duty. They can alſo boaſt the Ap- 
{probation wherewith your Majefty has hofour'd therr 
$\ fidelity, which has always been firm and conſtant, the' 
Withey were poverfully ſollicited in the- time of your 

EMajeftics Minority, whoſc undoubted Right they have 
Klalways held Inyiolable and Sacred, 
&{ We make no queſtion, Sir, but that: we have been 
painted forth to Your Myjeſty, too much' taken up 
ith publick Aﬀairs, throughly to -uferftand our 


KMcligion, as a ſort of People whom a-pureSpirit'of Lim- 


ghwould quit it without any Trouble or Retorſe;ſo ſoon 
Ws they ſhould behold it beſer with Thotns, and en- 
.Firon'd with dreadful Calamities and Torments, by the 
b ultitude of Edis and Declarations which they wreſt- 
4 d in a manner out of Your Majeſtic*ss Hands. But we 
-Smplore Your Mij:ſty, Sir, - by that Royal Goodneſs 


> 
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Tiþretent upon the Counſels which haye becn given your 
a 9M-.jeſty, and upon this pretended Libertiniſm, ' with 
cavhich they haye disfigured us in Your Mijeſty*s ſight. 
Wl ney can never ſay, that a Spiritof Libertiniſm could 


s EÞblige ſo many Thouſand perſons to quis their Coun- 
1 0, 


Authority of vis Prince. In a word, (\Ate your Majeſty | 


it dertinifin held engag*d in out Profeſſion, and who 


EErhich cauſes the Repoſe of Your Subj:&s, to refle& at 


—_— 


(4) 
uy; a Country ful of all manner of Bleſfngs, tol 
| oy ts among. Forreigners, to expoſe themſel 
tot of being confin(d to priſons, Gloiſtery 
ſcnt.to 4-9 Galleys,as ſome have been of all Conditi 
and: CharaQters, of neceſſity, Sir,the Power of Con 
cucc muff be very] great that can preyail with —_ 
waderge ſuch Extreamities. = 
'Tistruc, that if a Conſcience ignorant and prej 
dic'd by falſe;principles ſhould engage in Crimes th 
zroubl' «d the Repoſe of Society, Your Majeſty had ry 
ſan to ſuppreſs the Licenciouſneſs of a Turbulent a 
Crimiaal Confcienee, But, Sir, we are convinc'd tf 
aur greateſt Enemies can lay no ſuch thing to our chan 
Our Marals ate pure, and without reproach, in relpy 
- of God, in reſpe& of Your Majeſty, and in reſpet Fi 
Society. As for our Dod@rine, of.what Error can thy 
convict jt? We admit the Symbols of Faith compo 
by the firſt. | Decumenic Councils, and the Symbol g} 
Creed which- is call*d the Ap oftles. We believe in 
God, Father, Sou, indHoly -Ghoſk. We believe ( yl 
ſelves redeqmd by the Sacrifice of Jeſus Chriſt, our' 
and Redeemer, proyided we partake of: the Merith 
. his Death and Sufferipgs, by a lively Faith, operati 
| an good Works, and by a fincere Repentance. {1 
adrvit 3 in the-Haly. Euchariſt, a Spiritual Eating: of 
Fleſh of Jeſus Chriſt, We Baptizc in the Name off8 
Father, San, and Holy Ghoſt, for the Remiſion of 
Ve invoke-the Aimighty | in the- Name of Jeſus C 
and by his Intercefſion, as he commanded us. - i 
Sir, is the ſubſtance of qur Religion. Your Dodl 
_ agree uppn4ll theſe Articles, and admit *em as wel 
' VVecannot adore the Sacrament of the Euchaf 
aud it cannot be deny d but that we ſhould be Idolal 
if we ſhould adore it, conſidering the Roy wh 
wc hold, ſo that no Body can conſtrain us to doſſ 
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:thout forcing us fo commit the gr cateſtof Grimes: 

y- implore Your Mzjeftic to think of it... Patdon-us; 

r, if we ſpeak freely to your Majeſty upon theSub3 

& of Dur Tearsand Groans. We are not, Sp; whiat- 

er Na.ne they give usz we are not thoſe ancient 

creticks 2gainſt whom the Church has juſtly fultninat+ 

d, becauſc they had nothing but the Name of Chri- 
Win, which they diſhonour'd as well by the 'Nonftrus 

thiKuſacſs of their Doftrine, as the Impurity of ther Mas t 
als, if we refuſe to belieye the[Dodtrine of Purgatory * - 

and Indulgences, the Invocation vt Saints, the Wor- 

tFhip of Images, the Veneration of Relicks, and thoſe 

alWther petty Deyotions, invented by the Monks:in the 

pELatter Ages, 'tis becauſe thoſe 2o1Hts are not to be 

tEFound in the Holy Scripture, : and: we believe we car- 

W 1ot admit 'em with a ſafe Confciettce upon the warrant 

oof Humane Authority. EE ne gg 
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| 8} We ſpeak, Sir, of Humane Authority ; for we are 
difconvinc'd, thatif GOD had been pleas'd to erett a-y1i- 
Rhſivic Tribunal upan Earth, to which we ſhould fubmit 
Wour Canſciences in Matters of Religion, this-mfallible 
WI Tribunal would without all contradition;have bden fo 
tl chara@crizd, that it would have: been ancaſte'thing 
WJ to hay< knows it. It highly concern'd the Satety and 
#4 Repole of the Conlciences of the Faithfull. Now your 
&f Mijcfty well knows, that even in your own Commu- 
We nion, this Tribunal is a thing conteſted: between the 
$1 Pope and the Councils. All the Doftars of your Ring- 
wy dom decide it in favour of the Councils. All:the Do- 
WT Ctors of Italy and many others hold for the Pope, The 
KW Dihculties ailedg'd on both! ſides arc ſo confiderable_ 
$1 that not being able with that Certainty: which the 
Faith requires, to find out this infallivle Tribunal, we 
believe it the ſafeſt way to follow the Word of GOD 
only, tor the Rule of Faith. And to ps it ſegxias that 
| - out 


(6) | 
our Cuhda® has nothing in it of that Obſtigacy wth 
makesiPeople Hereticks [according to the Cannol 
the:Chuirch, © oy TEIN On 

' We pry to GOD, Sit, for the long Continuancey 

| Proſperity of , Your Majeſty*s Reign; but after 

- ©»... your Majeſty 1s not Immortal.. It may be,Sir, that uf 

© , © 3theBctbof Death, perhaps yourMijeſty then may cal 

 «-* to'betbuch'd with ſome- Apprehenſions of Fear & 

_ . Fornpuniftion,for hayiag conſtrain'd the Conſciencesl;; 
 _- your [Subjet&s who ſtill give yourMajeſty anAccount 
their Faith with all Obedience and Reſpe@, whenew 
you:required ir from them, : For the ſake of they 
mignty, Sir, we implore your Majeſty to confſider,th 
perhaps at the laſt moments of your Lifc,the dread; 
Cilarmitics of ſo great a Number of your: Subjedts, 18 
which: the malice of people, counterfeiting Devotiu 
have engag<d your Majzity to precipitate them, mil 
came - to. preſent themſelves before your Eycs, alt 
_ frouble-the-Repoſe of your'Soul. For in a word, Sh 
perinit. us to ſpeak it once mort, what have we done 
merit.the:drawing of your Indignation upon us? . Thi 
our Religion were falſe; your M.j.ſty by ſending oe 
Teachers among us to-inſtruft us,has done all that Gal 
requrres from a Chriſtian Prinee, without any O-2ligatſ 
on that Pi-ty. laid upon You, tao revoke-your Word an 
your. Edits. The ſame God who Ordains us to Tavolli 
the Salvation of our Neighbours, forbids us ''te ford 
the Confcience and conſtrain Men to turn Hypocrit 
- whether: they will or no, VVe can hardly believe thi 
the Violences which have been offer'd ns ever came 
the knowledge of your Majeſty,or that You would ev 
dure that the Hiſtory of your Glorious Reign ſhall bi 
clouded with the Relations of them, and that ever i 
ſhould be ſaid, that You-perſecuted your molt faithful 
. SubjeRs, becauſe they defir*d to werſhip God accorGs/; 
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s to his YVord, and the motions of their Copſcien- 
without any other Defe& in their Duty: Fer: theſe 
veral ycars that we have ſuffer'd, we have carefully 
:amin'd our Religion. VVe can allo ſay, the* it ſhould 
oye to our ſhame, that we have examin*d 10with 2 


| 0 . * 


cret Defire to meet with Errors in it, that we. might 
free tofollow your Majcſty*s Order. But this cxa- - 
nation has ſery*d to no other purpoſe than to corro-- 
rate us in the Faith we haye profcſs*d from our la- | 
nev. TRE. 
7 VVe kept our ſelves in ſilence, ſo long as yout Ma- 
ſty was engaged. in this toilſome Var. Now that 
Wou arc labouring the Peace of Europe, vouchſafe us, 
Wr.what we demand with all the Reſped&t we Owe your 
Majcſty, the Peace of our Conſoiences : Some implore 
Wur Majeſty to reftore them their VVives and their 
Whildren; others demand their Fathers and their Hus- 
ands. Some pray your Majcity, that they may be de- 
Wrer'd from Cloyſters, Prifons, and barbarous Climats, 
Where they are covufin'd among Savages 3 others to be. 
Wleas*d from Chains aud Oars, where they fit bound a- 
Wong the worſt of Caitiffs. Let us not be the only. 
Werſons in Diſtreſs, to whoia your Throne and Good- 
Ws are inacceffible. VVe beg: of your Majeſty, to 
Wvc peaccably, as humble Subjets, and faithfull to 
pur Majeſty, with Liberty to VYorthip God according 
«ed our Conſciences, Suifer, Sir, On, ſuifer a great 
= unber of your Subjects, whom their Religion has con- 
Fa11d to depart your Kingdom, to ycturn again, that 
apcy may cnd their Days under-your. Royal Authority, 
pd call upon God onac among another as wc were ac- 
Mpſtomcd to do. OO mY or Wn 5 
W Reecive, Great Sir, with your wonted Goodnck, 
us Petition, which would have been ſubſcrib'd by ſe- 
al Thouſands of Perſans,if your Majcity would have 
givca 
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(85) © 

e Ear to-our. fe 

 VVeaddr ſroufſelves ts your _— * 

our Mdjeſtyto caſt your-Lye: mi 

6\'the Tears which ive -privatly ſhed 
-! Our-Fidelity is\kfown to-Jour 2 oy 
© Grave Sir,” your Proteftion: ,and the Effe# 

driefs; - and- your Juſtice, which have'been I 
us by ferprizc, abd upon falſe accuſations, 'y 
have aggravated. your:  Majelty's' Prejudice again 
; YVe ſhall pray to God, 5s ſtill we do, for the Pr 
rity of 'your Reign, | 26d of your Sacred Perſon,” 


_ ve ſhalt leave to bur — the fame Juſt Scutid 
16nce and* Fidclity,” oh 
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